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CROWN WARDSHIP ORDER:  terminates existing access [s.59(2)] 

Has someone sought access? 
 
 
Is that person’s relationship to child beneficial & meaningful to the child? [s.59(2.1)(a)] 
     
 
Would the ordered access impair future opportunities for adoption? [s.59(2.1)(b)]  
 
 
 Is an access order in the best interests of the child? 

NO 

NO 

YES
  

YES 

YES 

NO 

dismiss access 
request  

dismiss access 
request 

ACCESS ORDER  

Relationship is no longer beneficial & meaningful for 
the child or will now impair future opportunities for 
adoption or is the access ordered no longer in the 
child’s best interests? [s.59(3)] 

CAS Application to terminate 
(or vary) access [s.58(1)] 

Access Order 
Terminated 

Access order 
continues  

CAS gives Notice of Intent to 
place for Adoption [s.145.1.1(2)] 

WAIT 30 DAYS* 

If there is an 
access order: 
PLACE FOR 
ADOPTION 30 
days after notice 
of Intent* (may 
place even if 
there is an 
openness 
Application 
made.)  
 
Adoption 
Placement 
terminates  all 
access  orders. 

Can an agreement on terms of openness be reached? 

YES
  

NO 

Court decides:  [s.145.1.2(6)] 
►Is openness order in best interests of child? 
►will openness order permit continuation of a 
relationship that is beneficial & meaningful to child? 
►if child is 12 yrs or older, is child consenting? 
►consider ability of adoptive parents to comply with 
arrangement under the openness order[s.145.1.2(7)] 

ADOPTION ORDER 
No order for Openness OPENNESS ORDER 

CAS Application 
for openness 
order on consent 
[s.145.1]  

Negotiate 
openness 
agreement  

If there is no 
order for 
access: 
PLACE FOR 
ADOPTION 
any time 
after 
CROWN 
WARDSHIP 
& appeal 
period has 
expired 

Negotiate 
openness 
agreement  
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YES
  

NO dismiss access 
request 

s. 145.1.2 Openness 
Order on Consent  

*or until all those entitled 
have applied for openness 

Application for openness order by a holder of an 
access order.  [s.145.1.2(1)] 

s.145.1 Openness 
Order on Consent  
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Statutory Paths to adoption, in light of the 2011 Building 
Families and Supporting Youth to be Successful Act


